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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Lewislative Council met at noon pur
suant to proclamation.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair.

The Clerk of Parliaments { Mr. B. Parker}
read the proclamation.

COMMISSIONER.

1lis Excellency’s Commissioner (His
Honour the Chief Justice, Sir Rohert Furse
MeMillan) having entered the Chamber, &
message was sent to the Legislative Assembiy
requesting the presence of members in the
Counctl Chamber.

Members of the Legislative Asesmbly hav-
ine arrived accordingly, Hisx Henour the
Chiet Tustice requested the Clerk to read
His Excelleney’s Commission to do all things
necessary in his name for the opening of
the First Session of the Thirteenth Parlia-
ment. The Commission was -read,

The Convmissioner then read the following
statement :—

Mr. President, Hon. Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council and Members of the Legislalive
Aszembly—

I have it in commeand from His Excellency the

Governor to inform you that at three o’clock this

afternoon Hie Excellency will declare to you the

causes of the calling together of thia Parlinment ;
and it being necessary that a8 Speaker of the Legia-
lative Assembly should be first chosen, it is His
Excollency’s pleasure that you, Members of the
Legislative Assembly, repair to the place where
you are to sit, and, having been duly sworn by
e, in accordance with the terms of a Commission
granted to me by His Excellency, you do eclect
your Speaker, and notify His Excellency of your
beving done eo.

Members ot the Legislative Assembly hav-
ing retired, His Txcellency’s Commisioner
Ittt the Chamber.

Nilling suspended from 12.13 to 2.55 p.m.

‘THE GOVERNOR’'S OPENING SPEECH.

His Excelleney the Governor entered the
Couneil Chamber at 3 p.m., and the mem-
bers of the Legislative Asesmbly having also
attended in the Chamber obediently to suwm-
mons, [lis Excellency was pleased to deliver
the tollowing Speeeh:—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council— .

Mr. Speakcr and Members of the Legislative
dssembly—

in opening the First Session of the Thir-
teenth Parliament of Western Australia for
the transaction of public business, I desire
to convey my thanks to the people of West-
e Ausivalia for the expressions of loyalty
and at{achiment to the Throne and Person of
His Majesty the King, which were made
manifest in the very warm weleome extended
to Tieir Royal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of York during their recent visit.

Early in the year the Hon, W. C. Angwin
left for Tondon to suceeed Sir Hal Cole-
Lateh as Agent-General for Western Ans-
tralia. The retiring Agent-General’s term

-
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of office was marked by the most faithful
and efficient service to the State.

During the year a Delegation from the
British Parliamentary Asseciation,headed by
the Marquis of Salisbury and Hon. Arthur
Henderson, came to Western Australia. My
Ministers have noted with pleasure the ap-
preciative manner in which members of the
Delegation have spoken of Western Aus-
tralia’s efforts to promote Empire migration
and development, and they are looking for-
ward to the forthcoming visit of the Secie-
tary of State for Dominion Affairs (Col-
onel 1. C. Amery).

The 192G-27 season was one of the moxt
favourable ever experienced in Western
Australia, and records of production were
established. The present season has opened
favourably, and it is highly probable that
further important advances in primary pro-
duction will be recorded during the current
year.

Finance.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

The revenue for the year ended 30th June,
1927, was £9,750,833, and the expenditure
£9,722,588, leaving a surplus of reeeipts over
expenditure of £28,245,

An important eonference to consider a
readjustment of the financial relations be-
tween the Commonwealth and the States
was held in Melbourne last month. As an
alternative to the payment to the States of
the per eapita grants—for the abolition of
which statutory authovity had been given by
the Federal Parliament—a scheme was sub-
mitted by the Commonwealth Qovernment
to the State Premiers to provide for a per-
manent seitlement of the finaneial question
as between the Commonwealth and the
States. It will be necessary for the Com-
monweajth and State Parliaments to statn-
torily approve the draft scheme as amended
by the conference, and the necessary legisla-
tion will be introduced for your eonsidera-
tion at an early date.

L 4

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Rpealcer and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—
The condition of land settlement and de-
velonment in Western Austialia to-day i
highly satisfaetory, and the tremendous in-

creases in primary production are having a
benefieent effeet upon trade and industry
wenerally. lLarge sums of money are being
invested throughount the agricnltural and pas-
toral areas, ndding enormously to the value
of the State’s permanent assets,

Production Records.

A linrvest of 30,041,783 bushels for the
1926-27 season established a new record in
wheat produetion, and exveeded the best
vield previously reecorded by 6,154,000
bushels.

The srea stripped for groin also consti-
tuted a record, and totalled 2,574,01+ acres,
compared with 2,112,032 aercs for the pre-
vious season.

A fuither record was established during
the year by an advance in the number of
sheep within the State from 6,861,795 to
7,436,312 head. Bountiful rains have fallen
throughout the pastoral areas, and a large
inerease in flocks is expected this year.

Wool prodeetion for the year amounted
to 50,182,045 lbs., being a State record.

Fruit export reached its zenith,  Uni-
formdy tirm prices were obtained for West-
ern Australinn apples in overseas markets.

Land Settlement,

A keen demand for land continues.

The Survey Staff has been strengthened
to undertake additional surveys in order fo
provide new areas for settlement. Several
land eclassifications have been completed an:d
others are in progress. During the ecurrent
year it iz expecled that a large number of
zood blocks will he thrown open Tor sclee-
lion.

In the Kimberley distriet 140 blocks sait-
able for tropical agrienlture were surveved
during the year.

Pastoral,

Great activity is being displayed in the
pastoral indnstry, particularly in the Enst
Aurchison area.

Surveys have been earried out in the Ash-
burton distriet with a view to locating start-
ing points for pastoral leases, and practi-
eally the whole of the leases in the North-
West division have been repriced under the
provisions of the amending Aet passed last
SERs1on.
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Soldier Settlement.

Yurther eonsideration has been given to
the devaluation of soldier settlement securi-
tics. Relief has been granted to 1,113 set-
tlers, involving the eancellation of an aggre-
zate indebtedness of £359,076, recoverable
from the Commonwealih Government.

Group Settlement.

A reclassification of all group setilement
areas is proeceeding.

A board is to he established for the pur-
pose of more effectively dealing with group
settlement and adjudieating on the com-
plaints of setilers.

The area now being developed under this
head totals 367,105 acvres; the population
of the groups is 9,337; the expenditure to
30th June, 1927, amounts to £4,680,53.

Agricultural Bank.

Loans to settlers approved by the Agri-
eultural Bank during the year amounted to
£309,055.

Erperimential Farms.

Experimental farms have been established
at Ghooli, east of Southern Cross; at Dam-
pawah, cast of Perenjori; and at Salmon
Gums.

Muresk Algricultural College.

The Muresk Agricuttural College was
opened in September last. Additional build-
ings are to be ergcted to eope with the in-
creasing demand for enrolment.

Migration.

Owing to the necessitv for making a thor-
ough investigation of the position of group
settlement, ny Ministers deem it advisable to
proceed cautiously with the placing of addi-
tional migrants in the South-West. They
re-affirm their belief, however, that a sound
poliey of immigration is essential to the de-
velopment of Western Australin and the
welfare of its people.

As a result of the visit of members of the
Devclopment and Migration Commission
early in the present year, an expenditure of
£1,90314 on poblie works has been ap-
proved under the provisions of the Migra-
tion Agreement.

Agricultural Water Supplies.

The importance of providing adequate
water supplies for agricultural distriets is
fully reatised. Threc major schemes to serve
large areas in the wheat belts, estimated to
cost £384,000, were commenced during ihe
year. Fifteen water supply stations were
construcfed in country served by the Norse-
man-Esperance railway, and 15 reservoirs
were completed, or are necaring completion,
in otber portions of the wheat belt.

Mining.

The value of the gold and mineral produc-
fion during 1926 amounled to £2,371,864.
Giold production alone was valued at
£1,857,716.

Despite a set-back to the gold mining 10-
dustry occasioned by the closing, or partial
closing, of some important mines, operations
at Wiluna and Glenelg Hills are stimulating
interest and are of considerable promise and
importanece.

The Government has continued its poliey
of granting liberal assistance for mining de-
velopment, and of assisting prospectors in
their search for new ore bodies and mineral
firlds.

Following the definite announcement of
the Prime Minister that immediate finaneial
aid would not he granted by the Federal
Government for the purpose of assisting
gold mining in this State, my Ministers will,
at an early date, determine how the money
allocated from the Federal Disabilities Grant
for that purpose shall be employed. Action
liad been deferred in the hope that the State
would he able to eo-operate in a co-ordinated
plan nf assistance.

Forestry,

The value of timber exported during the
vear again exXeeeded one and a-half million
pounds. Reforestation activities have been
steadily expanded, and the extent of pine
planting is assuming proportions sufficient
to meet the total loeal demand for soft-
woods in future vears.

Railweys.

Railway collections for the year ended 30th
June established a record, duc mainly to the
exceptional harvest and the general pros-
perity prevailing thromghout the State.
A profit of £34.556 was recorded. There are
now 3,915 miles of railway open for traftie.



In order to permit the hanlage of heavier
loads a considerable amount of regrading,
relaying, and rveballasting was undertaken
during the year.

The building of new locomotives and
wagon stock at the Midland Junection work-
shops has proceeded apace, and a heavy pro-
gramme of construetion is now in progress.

Surveys are proceeding for the following
railways :—Ejanding Northwards, Boyup
Brock-Cranhrook, Kalkalling-Bullfineh, and
Biookton-Dale River (re-survey for better
grading). The survey for the Manjimup-
Mount Barker line will be commenced at an
early date, and a Bill will be introduced for
a line to serve the country in the Kalgarin
district, and east and south thereof.

Tramways.

The tramway system was extended during
the year in various directions. A heavy re-
laying programme is contemplated. The net
profit for last yvear was £6,352,

Electricity Supply.

Good progress haz been made with the
installation of an additional generating plant
at the East Perth Power House. This will
add greatly to power eapacity, reduce the
load on existing plant, and permit of
economy in working.

Harbour Improvements.

Improvements to Fremantle Harbour were
carriecd out during the year.

At Geraldton dredging and reclamation
work have heen continued.

An carly report by the Engineer-in-Chiet
regarding investigations at Bunbury is ex-
pected.

Surveys have been underiaken at Esper-
anee with a view to providing up-to-date
harbour facilities, and temporary provision
has heen made to accommodate shipping ot
the jetty.

Roads and Bridges.

Approximately £500,000 was spent during
the year under the Federal Aid Roads
Scheme, whilst an amount of £100,000 was
expended from funds appropriated under
the Migration Agreement to provide group
settlement roads. The sum of £38,000 also
was dishursed from State funds to provide
additional roads on the Peel Estate and to
serve the Norseman-Salmon Gums railway.
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Trading Concerns.

A busy year was experienced at the State
Implement Works, sales totalling £196,000.

State Shipping,

All Western Australian ports from Eucla
to Wyndham were regularly served doring
the year by State shipping, and the service
was extended to Java and Singapure.

The M.V. “Koolinda” conunenced her run-
ning on the North-West coast un the 11th
Fcbruary.

Wyndham Meat Works.

The Wyndham Ment Works have been
operated to the full extent of the eattle re-
sonrees of the East Kimberley area and of
the Noithern Territory within reach of the
works,

Prisen Reform.

The Government have acquired 7,500 acres
in the Mount Barker distriet for the pur-
pose of cstablishing a Penal Cutstation and
Reformatory Prison. The land will be de-
veloped by means of prison labour.

Weights and Measures,

The Weights and Measures Act has been
in operation in the metropolitan area since
July 1, 1927. Some considerable time must
elapse before the provisions of the Act can
be enforeed throughout the State.

Legislation.

You will be asked to give consideration to
measures dealing with—State Insurance,
('loser Settlement, Public Hospitals, Local
Government; and amendments to the follow-
ing enactments:—The Constitution Aet,
The Publie Service Aet, The Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, The Mines Regulation Aet,
The Flectoral Act,

T now declare this session of Parliament
open, and trust that Divine Providence may
bless vour labours in the interests of this
State.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

THE PRESIDENT: Tor the sake of
rieater aceuracy, T have obtained From i
Exeelleney the Governor copies of the Speech
which His Excellenev was pleased to deliver
to Parliament. Those copies will be distri-
buted among hon. memhers,
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BILL—TRUSTEE ACT AMENDMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.22]: In order to assert
and maintain the undoubted rights and priv-
tleges of this House to imitiate legislation,
I move, without notice, for leave 10 intro-
duze a Bill entitled “An Aect to amend the
Trustee Aet.”

Leave given; Biil intreduced and read a
firat tine.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.
HON. W, H. KITSON (West) [3.25]: I

move—

That the following address be presented
to His Exvellency in reply to the Speech he
has been pleased te deliver to ws:—May it
please Your Excellency, We, the members of
the Legislative Council of the Parliament of
the State of Weatern Anstralia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank
Your Exccllency for the Speech you have
been pleased to deliver te Parliament,

Before dealing with the subject of the
Speech, | wish to say that I feel sure we
are all very pleased at having been honoured
recently with a visit from Their Royal High-
nesses the Duke and Duehess of York. I
also feel certain that the expressions of
loyalty which the Duke and Duchess re-
ceived while in Western Australia would
have convineed them that although Austra-
lia is far distant from the Mcther Land, the
spirit of loyalty to the Empire here is at
least equal to that which exists in other
parts of the British Dominions, During the
past year, we have also been favoured with
visits from many people of standing in
other parts of the Empire. T would pacti-
cularly refer to the visit of the delegation
from the Empire Parliamentary Association.
T am convinced that the visit from that lele-
gation will prove to be in the future inter-
ests of Western Australia. The more 1isits
we have of this kind, and the more publicity
we oblain in the Home Land and other parts
of the Empire, the greater must be the ad-
vantage to the State. Turning now to the
Speech, it is pleasing to realise that notwith-
standing the fears which were expressed hoth
before and after the advent of the Labour
Government, the position of Westcrn Aus-
tralia, after three vears of Labour admin-

istration, is far better than it bas ever been
in the history of the State. Taking into con-
sideration the wonderful progress that has
been made during the last few years, es-
pecially in the primary industeies, and also
taking into consideration the tfaet that for
many years onr financial pcsition was not
of the best. those who have the interests of
Western Australia at heart must be highly
gratifi! to learn that, principally as the
effect of progress in our piimary industries,
the finances of the State shaw such great im-
provement, with the result that for the first
time in the eourse of many vears, the Treas-
urer is abie to announee a surplus instead of
a delivit,  Granted that the surplus is not
large, still it is an indication that the pre-
sent (Government are able to handle the
State finances in a manner that is advant-
ageous to Wustern Australia. The gratify-
ing posttion that has heen oblained I regard
as attributable chiefly to the sound policy
and administrative ability of the Govern-
ment, who, moresver, are to be congratu-
lated on the faet that af the recent election
the people of Western Australia showed
their confidence in them by retarming them
for a further period of office. The policy
of the Government has, therefore, been en-
dorsed by the people, and T feel sure that
during the coming three years the Govern-
ment will show that that confidence is not
being misplaced. T am convineed that Min-
isters will carry out the poliey which they
have placed before the country, and that at
the expiration of the next three years the
position of the country will be even better
than it is to-day. Cirenmstanced as we are,
being u very lavge State, with, compara-
tively speaking, a very small population,
our problems seem more varied and perhaps
greater than those of other States of the
Commonwealth. It is on that account that
we rometimes feel the diffiendties with which
we are faced to be almost insuperable. At
the same time, taking a survey of our posi-
tion, we realise that the great advance in
land settlement duving the last few years
brings with it demands for additional faeili-
ties, such as agricultural railways, country
water supplies, and all theose other factors
which are essential to the suecess of our po-
liey of land settlement. Bearing these facts
in mind, it speaks well for the Government
that during the last three years they have
heen ahle to show such wonderful progress
in this direction. The basis of prosperity in
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this or any other State is the suecess of the
primars industries. Consequentiy any Gov-
ernmentl that will institute a sound policy of
development along lines that will help to
mprove the settlement of the State and
ensmie the success of our agriculturists,
must necessarily be of bencfit to the State
as a whole, Viewed from this standpeint,
the records established during last season
must be a source of satisfaction, and even
delight.  When we realise, Cor instance, that
the area stripped for grain last season was
something like half a million aeres more
than in the previons record, that our wheat
harvest exceeded 30 million bushels, being
6,000,000 above the previons record, that the
nitmber of sheep in the State increased by
something like a million head, and that the
wool production exeeeded all previous re-
cords, it must give keen satisfaction to all
interested in our State. Rapid expansion
has taken place in the agrienltural and
pastoral areas. As I have said, this will add
for the time being to the difficulties the Gov-
ernment will have to face. The policy of the
Government in vendering assistance to those
engaged in the agricultural and the pastoral
industries, particularly in regard to the ex-
perimental farms, the appointment of ex-
pert advisers and the establishment of our
agricnltural college and so on, will commend
itself to all. I feel sure, notwithstanding the
records that were established last season,
and even though additional areas may not
be put under cultivation to any great extent,
that hy the policy of the Government in
that direction alone we can expect there will
be a very great increase in our prosperity.
We inust realise that many of our settlers
are struggling ai the present time. They are
clearing and cropping land by means that
cannot by any sireteh of the imagination be
deemed to he perfect. They are in
that stage when, owing to lack of finance.
it is not possible to do that which they know
would produce the hest results. Also there
have been put under cultivation recently
large areas that only a few vyears ago were
considered not fit for wheat growing. This
has been done on the advice of the experts
and as the result of research carried out
on the experimental farms. T feel sure that
not only will further large aveas be broncht
under eultivation for wheat, but production
will be increased as the result of our efforts
in that direction. In these eircumstances
it is no wonder the demand for land is so

keen, and that increased interest is being
taken in Western Australia. [ read recently
of land values in the Eastern States. EKnow-
ing some of the districts in the Eastern
States, and the prices that certain land has
brought, I realise that in this State, by rea-
sun of the cheaper cost, there is an oppor-
tunity for those prepared to pioneer the
country to make a better suceess of theiv
farming operations than it would be pos-
sible to do elsewhere. It is gratifying that
we should have had good weather and heen
blexsed with bounteouns rainfalls in disiricts
where they ave necessary. I hope and trust
this season, which already promises well, will
continue in that way in order that the pion-
cers of our Jand may reap their reward. 1
have already mentioned that increased set-
tlement means increazed demands for agri-
cuttural railways and so on. This year, the
first time for several vears, our railway sys-
tem has at least made ends meet, and this
nolwithstanding the fact that those admin-
istering that system have had to contend
with difficulties previously unknown to them.
When we consider the huge mileage of our
railways in relation to our relatively small
poepulation, and the long lengths of line laid
down lo serve small seattered ecommunities,
it speaks well for the administration that our
railways have been brought to that stage
where they are at least making ends meet.
But there will have to be further develop-
ments in this direetion. There are many
districts not served by railways, distriets in
which seitlers are 30 and even 40 miles away
from existing railways, and that too without
their having the advantage of decent roads.
It will be neeessary for the Government fo
carty ont their policy of providing those
districts with railwavs at the earliest pos-
sible moment, and to see to it that theiv
road poliey also serves as many of those dis-
triets as possible. The Speech mentions group
setflement, As one who for many years
has advocated group settlement as perhaps
the only method by which our South-West
lands ean be satisfactorily settled, I feel that
the preseni Minister for Lands is tackling
the nuestion in a business-like way. 1 hope
that as the result of his efforts in the dir-
ection indicated in the Speech, the great
majority of those people who have ¢come here
from the Home land and taken their chance
in our group settlement areas will be given
an opportunity, not only to make a decent
livelihood. but also to esiablish themselves
satisfactorily in the South-West. The group
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settlement scheme is a big one, the like of
which, 1 believe, has not been attempted else-
where. As in all big schemes, a few mis-
takes have been made, Some of the settlors
we have received under the scheme have not
been suited to the life, while some of the
land selected bas not been suited to the pur-
pose. However, I helieve that in the long
run it will be proved that group settlement
is the only way by which those South-West
areas can be satisfactorily settled. While
1 do not wish to go into details in regard
to what may happen to some of those arcas,
I think it is a sourve of satisfaction that
the present Minister for Lands has so
guickly realised the necessity for doing
something, paiticularly in eertain areas, he-
cause the seftlers placed there are not in a
position to make a decent livelihood on their
land. Connceted with gronp settlement is
the question of migration. I have had the
subjeet brought under my notice chiefly as
the result of my activities in relation to the
unemployed of this State. It is remarkable
that although we have had the hest season
Western Australia has ever known, and al-
though the Government have spent a lot of
money in publie works and so on, the num-
ber of unemployed we have had to deal with
during the past few weeks has been consid-
erably larger than we have been accustomned
to of late vears. This has given rise to a
feeling amongst thase handling the unem-
ployed that there should be no further mi-
gration to this State until such time as work
has been found for the whole of cur unem-
ploved. Personally [ do not subseribe to
that idea. TIn my view it s neecssary that
we should pepulate the State as quickly as
possible, sinee population is essential if we
are to do the best we can for the State.
On the other hand, I agree it is necessary
that there shogld be more contrel over mi-
aration than we have at present. Let me
refer fo one phase of it. Quite a number
of people are brought into the State with
the assistance of the Government. Generally
speaking they are people from the Old
Couniry, peopie of British stock. There can
he no objection to that. TUnfortunately on
the other hand during the last year or iwo
we have been receiving large numbers from
other eountries, prineipally Southern Eure-
peans. I have na ohjections to any man,
Britisher or Southern European, coming
into the State, but T say that when it is a
nuestion of maintaining our standard of

living, a question of finding employment for
the people already in the State, we should
at least give preference to our own kith and
kin. My experience is that there has bean
such o large number of Southern Europeans
brought into Western Anustralia——granted
that they are more o less looked after by
their own people—that they have obtained
employment in the State to the detriment of
our own local people.

Hon. J. Carnell: Mainly because Austra-
lians will not do the work.

Hon., W. H, KITSON: That may be so
in svme instanecs, bub it does not account
for the lot. At present many Southern Eur-
opeans are working in this State for wages
that no Australian would accept, and under
conditions in which L would not ask any
man to work,

Hon. J. M. Mactarlane:
basie wage?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The basic wage
does not apply to the agricultural industry,
as the hon. member ought to know., In-
cluded in the unemployed of this State is
a large numher of men born in the State
who have followed certain occupations for
half a life time and now, owing to slackness
in those trades, particularly the timber
{rade, find that their places are being taken
by men from other countries, chiefly South-
ern Furopeans, while our native born have
to tramp the country locking for work.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Whal about the
untons?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The unions have
nothing to do with that, Of course a2 man
working in an indusiry ought fo be a mem-
ber of the union eonnected with that in-
dustry. Jf any man eomes here and engages
in an gccupation, not only ought he to belong
to the union concerned, but the union onght
to see to it that he joins up. 1 wish to make
it quite clear that whilst I am not opposed
to migration to Western Australia, I con-
tend it should be controlled in a better man-
ner than it is at present. I realise that this
is not the function of the Western Austra-
lian Government, but that it is in the handg
of the Commonwealth Government. Tt is
time representations were made to the Com-
monwealth to the end that some alteration
might take place in that position, When
moving the adoption of the Address-in-re-
ply some few years age, T said it was neces-
sary, in order that Western Australia might
make the progress we would like to see it

What about the



8 [COUNCIL.]

maie, that we should have secondary indus-
tries established in our midst. I congratu-
late the Government upon their eiforts during
the last three years to foster local secondary
industries. 1 mentioned, too, that one neces-
-sity that was vital to the eslablishment ot
seeondary industries was the provision of
cheap power. [ reiterate my remarks
that cheap power is available in all those
countries which are sail to be prospereus,
and in which the workers are paid high
wages and are living under good conditions.
Cheap power is the basie reason for that
state of aflaits. I, therefore, welcome the
additions that have bren made to the East
Perth power honsze. T very mueh regret that
progress has not been made with the Collie
power scheme.

1on, 1. Fwing:
that?

Hen, W, II. KITSON: I do not know.

Hon, 4. Ewing: You ought to know.

Hon. W. H, KITSON: Very little pro-
gress has been made with the scheme. The
establishment of a power scheme at Collie
wonld do a great deal towards effecting pro-
gross in the South-West.

Hon, J. Bwing: That is so.

HHon. W. H. KITSON: I do not know
that 1 ean sugeest any way in which further
progress can be made with the scheme. It
remains for the powers that be in those
quarters fo do their utmost fo bring the
scheme to fruition at the earliest possible
moment.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
we passed last year?

Hon. W. II. KITSON: The Act has been
passed, hut we have not made the progress
that was antieipated. T hope that efforts will
be made f{o establish this scheme, for
undoubtedly it is the one way in which the
South-West would be speedily developed.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt is to be hoped it
does not serve the users of power as the
East Perth power stafion serves ifs cunz-
tomers.

Hon. W. H. KITSON. Reference is made
in the Speech to the mining industry. Ti is
to be regretted that the industry has to be
described as one that is deelining. For many
vears it was the bhack bone of the State. I
rezvet that the Prime Minister, when he was
here, made it quite elear, so clear that no-
bodv could mistake the intentions of the
Commonweslth Government, that there was
no thought on the part of the authorities to

What is the reason for

What about the Act

vender any further assistance to the indus-
try for the tinie being.

Hon, J. Cornell: He said he was waiting
to see what was done with the £160,000.

Hon, W. L. WITSOXN: There is no neces-
sity for him to wait fur that. He has been
advized as to what it is intended to do with
the money. As ontlined in the Speech, it was
hoped by the State (fovernment that they
would be able to co-operate with the Federal
(iovernment in respect of anvthing the latier
mighi be prepared to do. Mr. Cornell need
not be afraid that the £160,000 will fail to
he used in the intevests of the minivg indus-
try. The money has already been nllocated,
and T have no doubt he will he just as
pleased as T am to think that the State Gov-
ernment are prepared to go that far, par-
ticularly when we recognise that an obligation
is enst upon the Commeonwealth authorities
toe do considerably more than thev have
done. With regard to the North-West, T am
pleased that the new vessel, the “Koolinda,”
which has been provided for the State Ship-
ping Serviee, is proving safisfactorv. A day
or so ago I had the pleasure of discussing
that vessel with one or two men prominent in
the North. Evervone seems to be well satis-
fied with her. The hope is strong tlat the
time is not far distant when another vessel
of thie zame ealibre will be provided for that
ceastal serviee. T hope the Government will
ecarry oni their poliey of developing the
North-West by means of the State Steam-
ship Serviee and other means. 1 have al-
veady referred to our railways. Tt is pleas-
ing to %nd, notwithstanding the activities
in the way of rerrading. relaying, etc., that
their financial position at the end of the last
financial year was better than it bas been
For a long time, T wish now to refer to the
nedieal and bealth departments. The work
which has been done there speaks well for
the Ministor in charge and also for the
policy of the Government. Some three years
ago L had an opportunity of going through
the State and jnspecting a large numhber of
ho-pitals that were established in various
eentres. 1 was astounded to find the con-
ditinn in which many of the buildings were
at that time, 1t should be a souree of keen
satisfaction to the people of Western Aua-
tralia that the Government have seen fit
to spend as mneh money ax they have done
in the establishment of hospitals, the exten-
sion of hospitals and in other directions eon-
neeted with them. 1 wish to eongratulate
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the Minister upon his cfforts in this regard.
I trust he will long be spared to carry out
the policy of his department. I feel sure
that it he is so spared, many of our country
districts will be served with an elficient hos-
pital service, such as they are centitled to,
and also such as the people of the melro-
politan area consider they are entitled to.
lo the matter of industrial legislation, not
long ago we found ourselves slipping behind
other States and countries. We can now
say (hat during the last three years, as a
result of new legislation, we ave at least
keepimr pace with other people for the thne
being,

Hon. J. Nicholson: We have zone a long
way ahead of them.

Hon. W. II. KITSONXN:
directions.

Hon. E. H. Ilarris: You have told the
people that our induastrial legislation is the
hest in the world.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: We have done
some wonderfolly fine things, but there is
much more that remaing to be accomplished.

Ton. J. Nicholson: Do you think we have
improved the prospects of our industries
thereby ?

Hon. W. H. KITSOXN': 1 hope that dur-
ing the next three vears we shall see still
further improvements in this 1egard.  We
shall do so if the Government carry oul their
present policy, and 1 trust the Chamber will
assist them in their efforts to do so. The
Council has not done too much in this re-
spect in the past. 1 hope in view of the
faet that the people have ecndorsed the
poliey of the Government, which has been
shown during the last three years to be a
sound one, this Chamber will endeavour
to deal more kindly than hitherto it has
done with this type of legislation.

Hon. J. Ewing: This Chamber has done
very well,

Hon, .JJ. Cornell: It coulid not deal more
kindlyv with it

Hon. W. H. KITSOX: The first item I
wish to refer to in the prospective legislation
for this session is that of closer settlement,
There are millions of acres of land fairly
close to existing railway facilitics that are
not heing put to their full and proper usc.
1 hope that the Chamber, when it comes to
receive the measure dealing with this ques-
tion, will handle it in a kindlier fashion
than it has handled other bills relating to it.
The Siate Tnsuraner Bill will also be dealt

In very few

with. That was opposed in muany quarters.
1 keow thut many members of this Chamber
are averse to the State having anything
to do with insurance.

Hen. J. Cornell: That measare will vet
be killed with kindness.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The time is ripe
for the Government to deal with not only
workers’ compensation insurance, and acci-
dent eases, bnt also with insurance from a
general point of view—insurance of all
kinds, I am sotisfied from a perusal of the
returns of the various insurance companies
operating in YWestern Australia that there
is room tor Government competition in this
husiness.

Hon. Sir Wtliam Lathlain:
sixty companies here already.

Hon. W. H, RITSOXN: Competition by
the Government will mean that business pen-
ple will get a fairer deal than they have
had in the jast. With regard to workers'
compensation and compensation for aeei-
dent cases, the public wonld be better
served by a Government office than, as has
been the case in the past, by private com-
panies. T regret that the Speech makes no
reference o the extension of the Fremantle
harhour, and to the construction of the
bridge that has been spoken of so often.
On several oceasions last year every hberth
in the harbour was oceupied. With the
continnal improvement that is going on in
Western Australia, the rapid development
of land seftlement, ete., the position at Fre-
mantle is rapidly becoming worse from the
peint of view of harbour faeilities.

Fon. A. Burvill: Why not develop Lhe
other harbours?

Hon., W. H. KITSON: These are being
developed, perhaps at a greater rate than
is the case at Fremantle. Something must
he done for the prineipal port of the State.
We have been promised that a bridge will
be erected in the near future, but nothing
definite has yet been said. The Speech
refers to improvements that are to be
efferted at other harbours, but it is still
silent as to the intentions of the Government
with respect fo a new bridge at Fremantle.
Coincident with that, the time is coming
when il will be necessary to have a railway
on the sonth side of the river. The railway
facilities on the north side are hardly suffi-
cient to cope with the traffie.

Hon. J. Nicholson: If yon had returned
another Government vou could have ab-
tained all these things.

There ave
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Hon. W, H. KITS0OX: 1 cannot aceept
that seriously., 1 regret the Government
have not seen fit to go on with that pro-
posal, and I repeat my objection to the
tact that no mention of it appears in the
Speech. 1 hope it does not mean that the
Government have overlooked so important
i guestion.

Hen, JJ. Nicholson: [ looks like it.

Hon., W. H. KITSON: I trust that the
Engineer in Chief will soon be able to sub-
mit his =cheme to the Government, and that
it will be adopted. 1t the present poliey
of the Government ix earried into cffeet, [
believee that during the next three years,
as was the gase in the previous three vears,
it will lead to a more rapid expansion of
oy country aress and to the inereasing
prosperity of our people generally. It is
my earnesl hope that their efforts will he
received by this Chamber i a proper spirit,
and that members will endeavour to assist
the Co'lier Government in their efforts to
further the interests of ihis State.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West} [3.50]: T for-
mally second the motion.
On motion hy Hon. J. Cornell, debate

adjourned.

Honse udjonrned at 4 p.m.

Tegislative Hosembly,
Thursday, 28th July, 1927.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMELY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursnant to proclamation by His Excel-
leney the Governor, which proelamation
was read hy the Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grantl.

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A message from the Commissioner ap-
puinted by the Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parliament
reuested ihe attendance of members of
the Legi-lative Assembly in the Legzislative
Couneil Chammber. Hon. members having
acveordingly proceeded to that Chamber and
heard the Commission read, they returned
to the As=sembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

11is Honour the Chief Justice (8ir Robert
Furse MeMillan) having been commissioned
hy the Governor appeared in the Assembly
Chamnber to administer to members the
oath of allepiance to Ilis Majesty the King.

The 1'levk produced election writs show-
ing the return of 30 members; also a writ
for the by-election for Hannans,

With the following exceptions all the
members elected were present and teok and
subseribed fhe oath as required by statute
and signed the roll:—Mr. C. F. J. North
(Clavemoent), Hon. J. ¢!, Willeock |Gerald-
ton), Hon. (i, Taylor (Mt. Margaret), Hon.
A MeCallum (South Fremantle).

ELECTION OF SFEAKER.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Joulder) [12.47] addressing the Clerk
said: Mr. Grant, as it now becomes neces-
sary to proceed to the election of a
Speaker, T move—

That the [lon. Thomas Walker do take the
Chair of this Hounse as Speaker,
My, PANTON (Menzies):

I'remier’s motion.

[Ton, T. WALKER (Kanowna): T thank
memberz for the honour it is proposed to
confer upon me., and submit myself to the
will of the House.

T serond the

There heinz ne other nomination,

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having Dbeen
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder nf the motion, said: T de not pro-
pose to de more than express my sineere
cratitude for the honour members have
done me. T hope in this position T shall re-
tain their zoodwill, and that the sessions
that are to come will be as pleasant to me
as Speaker as those over which T have



